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sheepish about
protecting your

cheris hg artwork
and antiques.
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for owar 18 vaare - for ingurases sebadal-
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Trick or Treat:

Reproduction or True

Antique

In the realm of antiques, reproductions

ave commonplace. .
By Martine M, White 454, AAA

A 5 far back as the early 1%9th centu-

a"j\ﬂ_.'. cabinetmakers were diligently
recreating copies of 18th century furni-
ture, Today, there are few artifacts in
any form that cannot be purchased as a
rrpn:_'-u,h,li_'l_'i-:_n'u whether |1-:_1m'$l:ll'|-' :rr|:||:|r.'|1'r
ad or Tll.'.'r]'u:-.-w'.'r' created o decanve.
h’1|:':|ﬂT'1 furmitime 'rlilrll'l:.ili'!”'l"'.'!l.'h e
kaown to make pride in ||1'|_:-'.|||-::|.|:'|1-: pet-
Anne,

fect  replicas  of Queen

Chippendale, and Federal period
atyles. Jusr as Classical music has
remained mainstream, the furnishings
of the Classical period thar evoked a
grandeur lifestyle have also maintained
a place in the hierarchy of aditional
design tastes, Although the old chair
Lambert

established as eacly as 1525, roday their

Company, Hitcheoclk, was
10000 square foot factory in Mew
Huordord, Connecticur sill prodisces
furntuee 0 the Sheraron casee. Their
disrincrive srenciled chairs with hand-
wowven rush sears and moecise-and-
tenan joint construction are scill sipned
with the original trademark to guaran-
tee auchenticioy.

The clergyman, Wallace Mutring,
renowned for his hand-tinted photo-
graphs that captured early 20th century
America, was also s manufacturer of

early American furniture n:prl:-l_hu:-

ming Reproduction: Chippendale

Waldace My

Caomer Cabiret, branded "Willace Mictting”

tioms. During the peak of his photogra-
:_'-|':1.' studic business in 1912 while haw
ing 200 colotsrs employed, he was fer-
vently involved in creating ancdque fur-
nicure reproductions. Wallace Mutting's
mission in producing furniture was o
"produce the best forms, pur togecher
in the finest manner..” and “..0o0 make
correct picces of their period available™
even at the expense of losing thousands
of dollars in the process, ln fact, his
ru];l]':_'{ll,n:'l,f:;.r'a wers =0 correct that on
occasion unscrupulous dealers would
urti’ri:w.lh; mee hiz turnitgce and $I:'.” it
ag “pericd” for a hundred rmes the

putchase price.
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confused with fakers, who recreated
antigues and falsified age by drilling
worm  holes,  resurtacing  veneer,
recladding and creating furniture
hybrids. A classic case of ancique for-
gery is the recent John Hobbs decep-
rion chat has shaken the antiques world
from Madison Avenue to London in
May of this year.

The allegations involve the prominent
London antique dealer John Hobbs,
known for superk and asmonomically
priced English and Continental furni-
ture, who was accused of selling fakes
by his longtime rescorer. Detailed
workshop records provided by Mr
Hobb's restorer of twenty-ofe years
reveal photographs chat illustrared how
he transformed plain, inexpensive
pieces of furniture into high-end
antigues that frequently retailed in the
high six figures, Using materials from
the carcasses of old wardrobes and
liners presses, Mr. Hobbs allegedly falsi-
fied antiques and sold rthem wo high
profile international clients such as
Clscatr de la Renea, a5 well as wealthy
American clienrs. Mr. Hobbs held him-
self up to the public as such a high-end
dealer that no one ever questioned his
integrity. The high premium clients fre-
quently paid was an assurance of get-
ting the very hest. Several high profile
Mew York decorators have spent mil
lioms of their clients' money on the
basis of this false assurance, relying on
Mr. Hobbs' honesty, Wotkshop records
reveal pﬂ'ir_'::_| 1.-.'.:1'r:_|n::-|:-=.h wirh agn:d pati'
nas referred to a3 “hreakers” that were
used as the staple ingredient. Original
plain framed mirrors were embellished
with decorative panels and lozenges
transforming them into "ltalian 1%th
Century” Geomerric Mirrors priced at
§115,000. Surprisingly in 2007, an
“authenric 18th Century” Spanish sil-

Tewksbury Ha\ghbnrhnc:d Home

Situated o the quiet cul-de-sw
peighborbesd of Bedford Chase
this stunming home features five
bedrooms, four and a half baths
and Jovely outdoor enlertaining
spuces. An clogant master suile
bosts Nreplace and =sitting area
Stonming, Family room with cof:
fered ceiling and fireplace looks
to the beautifully landscaped
property  with rare specimen
plantings and balbs. An oversized
gruniie pool with waterfalls, boall
in burbeque and year round spa
irmvites all for oy !

Close to hoth Footes 287 & 78
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tFrench, 1508-1879)
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vered mirror from John Hobbs, collec
tien had even sold ar Chrisde's in New
York for 192,000,

As opposed o fakes, honest antique
reprocductions are acceprable in furni-
ture, However, paintings and  most
forms of art are exempe from cthis sca-
tus. To an are collector, a copy is a for
gery with little redeeming value regard-
less of whether the -,'||,|,||i,-!,' iz high,
While commissioned furniture repro-
ducrions with :-.'||"|'r||;',' Provenance can
a quality

reproduction painting exhibiting acow

realize ens of thousands,
Ll iIII.I .I'Lul..'":.' |"':-|l.|. S ill -Q'I_'II'I'II‘iIriEI;'In.
Perhaps thiz justifies the anger and
lzrwsnits that have resulted from art pur
chases at cruise ship auctions. As
reported in che July 18, 2008 Mew York
Times article by Jori Finkel, one of the

biggest art auction players is Park Wes:

¥

] A e T
Al &&n AUCrions 11r|r|.|_-_l; 2300 million in
annual revenue. Althourh onboard arc
aucrions are a good source of entertain:
ment, many Park West customers claim
they were hoodwinked inte spending
tens of thousands on arcwork thae has
marginal resale value. While the art
work was described as "good invess-
ments being oftered ar "40%  dis
counts,” further investdgation by the
purchasers revealed thar the value and
rarity of the works were misrepresent-
ed. A mue account of a Park Wesr cus-
tomer, D, Srinivasan, is published on
the

Plll.'\ill"llr‘gh -:':Jri_linlngi_t:r describes  his

FineArtRegistrycom  where

experience  of  purchasing  "Berter
Woeld" Ty
H30,000 while on a Celebrity cruise in
Mgl of 2007, While Dr. Srinivasan

was told thar the painting was an “orig

Peter Max for arocund

inal” and “worch $30,000" he was dis
maved o discover afterwards that “vari
ations from the same series were priced
a5 low as 53,000 to 54,0007,

Although the sipnature on a work of
art can be fluoresced with a black lighe
tor determine if it has been added afrer
the creation dare, some elaborare high-
priced prendo-antique pieces are so per-
fectly executed that even the muscum
experts are fooled, On the other hand,
some antique furniture frauds are so
crudely made, a lictle common sense is
all thar i3 nesded w0 detect them.
Forcunately chere are some puiding
principles char can help identify a rue
ancique and the discinguishable marks
of fraud.

While signs of wear can be faked, it is
more difficule o reproduce parina,
which is the discoloration and mellow-
ing of wood that ccours over dme from
exposure o oxygen and sunlighe, While
this pating develops on the outer case
that has absorbed years of sunlight, the
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should have a pale uniform appesrnce
in comparizon and nor disguised with
wiond stain,

Besides characteristic mormise-and-
renon joinery and early doweling, 18th
and early 19th century cabinermakers
used wider boards in construction.
This can be observed on the wps and
end boards of chests

Shrinkage and expansicn is a signifi
cant charscteristic of aged wood, Over a
periodd of time, any board will shrink
considerably at right angles to che direc
tion of s grain. This 1% guite easily
derecred with 2 messuring tape. As &
resule, an antique circular tiletop table
should vary in dimension from 3787 -
58" in diameter,

Cabinetmakers of the past finished
their beards by hand wsing a conwvex
bladed plane as opposed o a ciroular
saw that was in common usapge after
1860, The slightly wavy appearance of
hand-planed boards should always run
with the grain and can also be detected
I".-' ]'lill'll.i 43T i I:i':'l'l.'a'{'T I-U:ll_'[l_":-m BI:"'.'I.':I_[I_"' \:I:-
tiny tipples running across the grain,
".'i-'I'IICI:"l \.I:rl:ng]'r' mlj__!.grxrx I'hq' (NES n-'F ]
mechanical planer.

F'L'I{ CONSTFUCTIon wWas common in
period antiques and these handanade
dowels should never appear perfectly

Spwricaasly sigred Remoiv
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they should also pop out slightly above
the wood surface,

Foremiost, '.'-.:;'\-i-.'.|| wear from general
usage is an important indication of an
authentic antigue. Wear is commonly
seen on certain chair scretchers, finials
and on the lep tp in the form of drag
ware. If there is a question of age, a
._'.4|i|1rr cann be used o measure th
diamerer of a chair leg to determine it
the manufacrure is recent. A perfectly
cireular chair ler indicates recent man-
Ut Ere.

Although che amount of wear is
dependent on the hardness of the
wieod, all case pieces should show wear
and losses to the base, (ften this wear

Was oeXIrEme ,'l'|'||_| TI'.\F”I.r!.:I.. 111 .I]11:IL'-I

plinths and replaced feer. Alverarions
and replacements can be easily detected
w ohserving a vatation of wood grai

by ol a [ f d arain
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g5 o fogter pet parent, or make o musch

(732) 991-8081

Lost Paws

Animal Rescue

B

We rescue our animals in order to give them a second
chance at finding a loving hame and enrich the lives of
their adopters, If you would like to adopt a cat, volunteer

please call, email, or visit us enline todey, Thank you!

email: LostPaws@verizon, net
www Los#Paws-MT petfinder cam

We are a non-profit group and are a 501{c)(3) tax
| _exempt argonization, All donations are tax deductible.

LOAELE AT ENL

wsed as a practical guide o determining
ape. Although nails have been in use
for centuries, the eirly nails were hand-
forped with large heads formed by ham-
merstiokes into the so-called “rose
head” nail or they may be tlat with no
head ar all. Cur nails came into use in
the lare 18th century and were stamped
from a sheet displaying a unitorm taper
on only one side, The other o appaos-
ing sides are parallel. Wire nails with a
flat round head and sharp points came
inta general usage after 1860 and indi-
cate a later vintage.

Even in today's economic uneertain:
v, the past fitEy e have witniessed
pracrically an unintermupred increase in
the value of true antiques and fine art.
However, & high price tag doesn't
1|-.1.'.:1:'t: ELarankee |"Il.:-rl."i'[i.1.'|T| from |"-t"i1'|r=:
deceived. Remember, vour only safe
;_ll_l.-'.'.l ARLnET the notso-real M.E{_:{'IT i5

needed donation

When they have to be away from your family
' ..we provide peace of mind,
Frm'l-.:ll'n-_.{ Premmm [-l.a-;.‘lg:':'lg_ and Pet Care

for Olver Four Generations..,

4 Lannus ¥ Siutes
* I'I“E-E-"'. Da:n'..l.l.t

4+ Grooamdng & Spa Service

MORRIS ANIMAL INN
Call 9735350377 or visit us online ac
www.mortisanimalinn. com
120 Sand Spring Road, Morstawn, M) 07960

1 memp e e —

states empharically that the object or
painting purchased is of the origin,
period, and date represented, Be aware
of the merchant that provides you with
an appraisal in lieu of a receipt. An
appraizal written by the gallery or deal-
er where the article was purchased is
often considered hiased.
BR)

Martine White, of Bernavds Appraisal
Assocdaies, in Mashing Hidge, NI &5 @ Senior
Certifisd Appraiser of Antdques & Decomative
Ares wich the American Society of Apprrsers
and the Appraisers Asociorion of Amevica, M.
White has been appaxising praperty in the et
ropoditen area snce 1988 Mardng and her

amzociates shecialize in appraising antigue furmi-

tire, sileer, paintings, decovative oft, and
Orrienszl THEE. To comtact Merrine, rall {308]
221
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